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LE T TER moſt hurably addreſſed 
to His Grace the Atchbiſhop of 


CANTERBURY. 
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Humanum eſt errare, ſed Diabolicum 25 54 ens 
| S. AUGUSTINUS, 


Regia, crede mi bi, res eff fubcurrere Lapis. 


* 100 of Ovipus. 
ortis Potent: pugnet, in eros pote, 
Qui bella gerere, ſpiritus humiles Tear 


ROTII Adamus Exſul. | 


Undoubtedl ly Hx will relent, and turn 
From His Diſpleaſure, in Whoſe Look ſerene, 
When angry moſt Hz ſeem'd, and moſt ſevere, 
What elſe but Favour, Grace, and Mercy ſhone! 
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LETTER moſt humbly addiefifel 
to His Grace the Archbiſhop 2 
Can ERBURY, Y 


| hed : «1 


"May i it pleaſe. your Ericet : 


8 I have the hig heſt Regia 
for your Grace Piet Judg- 
ment and Learning, fo I 
amr infinitely concerned, leſt by my 
late Offence, I may have forfeited all 
Title and Pretenſion to your Grace's 
Favour and Patron ige for the fu - 
ture. eee ee 
1 B = 
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But as it is the Property of great 


Minds to pardon Offences, upon the 


guilty N ſhewing due Contri- 
tion for their Faults, as well as to 
protect and patronize Innocence; 
While 4 Perſuaſion of your Grace's 
Love to Juſtice would debar me from 


making this Approach, a ſtronger 


Conviction of your Humanity and 


Benevolence to all Mankind, and 


Compaſſion and Sympathy ** all in 


Diſtreſs (two moſt amiable Qualities, 
which are moſt eminently conſpicuous 
in your Grace) command me to diſ- 


miſs my Fears, to appeal from the 


Bar of your Ju ſtice to the more pre- 
dominant one of your Mercy, and 
to prefer my Suit before thoſe Ears, 
Which never yet heard the Miſerable 
(provided their Caſe were not N 
Remedy) complain in vain. 
As it was the Maxim pry the moſt 
laxrbane! of all. ther: twelve: Cæſari 


(who for that reaſon was honoured 


with the endearing Appellation of 
Amor & Deliciæ Generis humani) 
| that 


29 * 
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„ 

that no one ought to depart ſorrou 
ful from the Preſence of a Prince; 
ſo the ſame appears —— appli- 
cable to your Grace, your Practice 
more than your Words atteſting, that 


no one ſhould be diſmiſſed diſconſo- 
late from the Preſence of the Chief 
Prelate of the Proteſtant Church; 
from whence it is evident, that your 


Grace's Title to the Emperor's Ap- 
e would be no leſs juſt than 


s was, were your Power only as 


univerſal; your Benevolence being as 
ne as his to all under your Gov 
vernment. The Diſparity betwixt 


Titus V eſpaſi an and your Grace con- 
hſting not in Scantineſs of Affection, 
but in the reſtricted Limits of your 
Juriſdiction. 7 


Being therefore air with for 
equitable an Umpire of my Cauſe, 1 
moſt humbly intreat that your Grace 
would — hear what I can of- 
fer, if not in Defence or. Excuſe, 
yet by way of Extenuation of my 


B: abe 


> . — Sni 2 
vo ” r IS * 


Me. . Diſelorn th mterpolating a few 
Verſes into ſome Authors quoted by 
me in my Eſſay on Milton's 2 Uſeand 
Imitation of the Moderns, I own the 
Charge to be juſt; for which I hear- 
tily profeſs, my Sorrow, and maſt | 
humbly aſk Pardon, which (as it is 
my firſt Offence, as I am AY it 
hal be my laſt) I hope may be in- 
dulged me; and the — bent 
when I might have availed 
of the Defence ſuggeſted and red 
by my Opponent, of having received 
tho irkeppolderd Verſes in — from 
abroad, I choſe rather to . the 
Charge, and thereby expoſe myſelf 
to the Reproach and 1 attend- 
ing ur Conduct, than at the Ex- 
of Truth to blame my inno- 

cent nr which ingenu- 
ous Confeſſion alſo will, I hope, 


| plead in my Favour, and make fome 


Atonement for my Fault. 
But, 


# 

OO at che ſame time; in Juſtice 
to myſelf, I cannot forbear to take 
notice, that my interpolating theſe 
Authors — @y rather from ww 

being hurried away by violent P 
ſion (to which I am naturally tos 
ſubject) and a raſh Imprudence, not 


duly: weighing the Conſequences, nor 
conſidering the Malignity of the 


Crime, but chiefly from a fatal An- 
xiety not to fall ſhort of my Proof 
in that arduous Undertaking, with 
the moſt partial Admirers of the great 
Ergliſh Poet, than from a Deſign of 
impoſing on the Public in general. 
As I humbly conceive my Argument 
was ſtrong enough of itſelf to con- 
vince Perſons of Candour, that Mil- 
ton at leaſt ſaw theſe Authors, and 
made ſome uſe of them, and conſe- 
quently ſtood in no need of any ſuch 
ſuppoſititious Aſſiſtance: Though I 
ſcruple not to own, that Milton's Uſe 


of theſe Authors was ſuch, that I was 


by no means authoriſed from thence 
" au Inferences in Impeachment 


either 


: 4 
either of his moral or poetical Cha- 
racter: But this, ag blinded with 
Paſſion, IT either would not or could 
not perceive. So much for the cul- 


poable Part, the Interpolations, which 


Jam far from x 52 to defend, 
having only related the Moti ves chat 
induced me to have recourſe to make 
uſe of their Aſſiſtance. 

As for the Attempt to Rigmatize +> 
Milton as a Plagiary, for borrowing 
ſeveral of his Images, Compariſons 
and Deſcriptions from Poets who 
wrote before him, while under the 
Influence of Paſſion, I thought my- 
ſelf ſufficiently juſtified by the Prin- 
ciple of Self-Defence, 1 the Law 
of Retaliation : And theſe indeed, 
when juſtly founded, are always 12 
lowed to be a ſtrong Plea, according 
to the known FOE of the Poet, 


Pellere vim vi jura finunt, & vulnere yulnus, 


On this therefore I ſolely reſt my 
Defence, that my Attack on the 


gs of M ren was by no meang 
| ultro- 


191 


ultroneous or unprovoked, as Mr. 
Pope, in Compariſon with Milton, 
had egregiouſly abuſed an excellent 
Poet and fine Writer, Dr. Arthur 
Johnſton, the Author of a very ele- 
gant Paraphraſe of the Pſalms in La- 
tin Verſe, an Edition of which I had 
publiſhed at Edinburgh : This Para- 
phraſe, notwithſtanding its extraor- 
dinary Merit, ſuffered very much in 
the Blbmation of the Public, from 
the | implicit and ſubmiſſive. Regard 
paid to Mr. Pope's Authority, who, 
in this Inſtance eſpecially, made a 
very ill Uſe of his Influence, as a 
Critic, with the learned World: 
In Proof whereof I affirm for a 
Truth, that after I had obtained a 
Recommendation from the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
(the Province of whoſe Miniſters it is 
to inſpect or ſuperintend the Educa- 
tion of | Youth) to have Jobſtons 
excellent Verſion of the Palms intro- 
_ duced into all the Grammar Schools 
of _ go, as a 1 1 
43 Boo 


fr? 
Book: both for a W: br 
full n Bake 's 
more fablime; but difficult  Perfors 
mance. on that Subject, and chiefly 
for ſeaſoning the tender Minds of 
Chriſtian Youth with Precepts of true 
and Virtue; yet fuch was the 
blind Deference paid to Mr. Pope, 
that few Schook-maſters in Scotland 
would receive Johnſton's Paraphraſe 
into their Schools, after that capri- 
cious Critic teſtified his Diſlike of 
that Performance by the ſlighting 
Manner in which he treated its Au- 
thor in Compariſon of Milton, whom 
he treated as a Giant in Poetry, and 
the other as a Dwarf or Pigmy only; 
notwithſtanding, one would, think 
the Recommendation of the hals 
Church, in a Body aſſembled, might 
eaſily have overbalanced any fingle 
Ferſon s Authority, how great ſocver. 
Nor was that all; but the ill Ef- 


uf dr. Pope's Influence appear d % 


ſtill more conſpicuous, after Mr. Au- 


ditor * on 15 * ſeveral 
4 beautiful 


1 
beautiful Editions of Jobnf ons Pa- 
raphraſe; no fewer than ſix in Num- 
ber, two in Quarto, two in Octavo, 
and two in a leſſer Form; all which 
now lie like Lumber in the Hand of 
Mr. Vaillant, Bookſeller, occaſioned 
by Mr. Pope's ill- natur d Criticiſm; 
tho it is certainly a Performance, in 
its Kind, inferior to none that ever 
a peared in the World: One of 
theſe Editions in Quarto, illuſtrated 
with an Interpretation and Notes, 
after the Manner of the Claſſic Au- 
thors in Lſum Delphin, was inſcrib'd 
to his Royal Highneſs Prince George, 
as a fit Book for his Inſtruction in 
Principles of Piety, as well as Know- 
ledge of the Latin Tongue, when 
he ſhould arrive at due 2 of 
5 
As the diy Editor ropaſed to 
_ obnſton' $ Verkan of the Pſalms 
5 uced into Schools in place of 
I Ovid s Epiſtles, tho, in os Judg- 
ment of many, a very unht Boo 
taught in ſome; or his Libri de 
Triſtibus, a mean, trifling wy 


; mance, 


1 12 
mance, taught in others; he had 
the Satisfaction accordingly to ſee his 
laudable Deſign in part crown'd with 
Succeſs, as ſeveral learned Teachers 
were pleaſed. to honour the Doctor's 
Paraphraſe with Admiſſion into their 
Schools, and ſtill more were like to 
follow their Example: And when now 
there was a great Likelihood of that 
valuable and uſeful Book becoming 
daily more and more general, behold 
all that worthy Gentleman's Endea- 
vours, attended alſo with very great 
Expence, in pre ſo many beau- 
tiful Editions 42 Work, as has 
been remarked already, quite -dofoatedl 
in England, as mine had been in 
Scotland, by one Daſh of Mr. Hope 8 
Pen in his Dunciad; 


On two unequal Crutches propp'd he * came, 
Milton's on bis, on that One Johnſton's Name. 


. * Benſon] This Man endeavoured to raiſe 1855 

ſelf to Fame by erecting Monuments, ſtriking 

Coins, and procuring Tranſlations of Milton; and 
afterwards, by a great Paſſion for Arthur Fobnſton, 
a Scots Phyſician's Verſion of the Pſalms, of which 
he printed many fine Editions, 
bes Notes on the Dunciad. 


Such 


[287] | 
| Such remarkable Feats" may a Man 
rm, who has once got Ar eſta- 
bliſhed Reputation! And ſuch con- 
ſiderable Damage may Criticiſm oc- 
caſion, when its Sting is unjuſtly 
levell'd, or improperly directed wy a 
Partiality, + Prejudice, or Caprice! 


When, therefore, I perceived 1 


my Endeavours to revive Dr. John- 
Aton 's excellent Verſion of the Plalms 
in Scotland, and Mr. Benſon's in Eng- 
land, quite fruſtrated by the immo 
derate Regard paid to Mr. Pope's 
dogmatical Aſſertion without Proof, 
began ſeriouſly to conſider with. 
myſelf (cipecially as I had been often 
upbraided to my Face, as guilty of a 
falſe Taſte, in ſhewing ſo great Re- 
ſpe& for an Author whom Mr. Pope, 
the great Oracle of Learning and 
Criticiſm, had been pleaſed to ho- 
nour with a Place in his Dunciad). 
if there was no effectual Way to enter 
the Liſts with that formidable Anta- 
goniſt, in order to diſprove” his un- 
ar Aſertion, and expoſe the Malice 

5 and 


3 * * 8 7 


' „ „ ; 
and Impropriety of his Contraſt be- 
twixt the Engliſb Poet and Dr. Jobn- 
ſton, whereby I might at once repel 
the Injuſtice of Mr. Pope's Compa- 

riſon, and reſtore Jobnſton to his pri- 
mitive Reputation and the Poſſeffion 
of his uſt Glory: And as I fancied 
it impoſſible to make the Doctor 
greater than he was by any ſtudied 
Panegyric of mine in his Praiſe, ſo 
I bethought me of this only Way left, 
of —— his Merit — — 
Milton's, even as Mr, Pope had endea- 
voured to raiſe Milton by leſſening 
Johnſton. And as M len sg chief 
Merit was thought to conſiſt in the 
Fertility and Sublimity of his Inven- 
tion in Paradiſæ Loſt, I thought if I 
could poſſibly ſtrip him of any great 
Share of that, I ſhould at once re- 
trieve Jobnſton Honour, and con- 
vict Mr. Pope of pronouncing an er- 
roneous Judgment, in giving ſo vaſt 
a Preference to Milton above Jobn- 

ton; For Milton, thought I, being 
ee of the Principal 1 in his 
| poetical 


115) 
poetical Crown, Invention, wherein 
does his extraordinary Merit above 

other Poets conſiſt?ʒ it 


In order the better to a Un 


my Deſign, I began diligently to __ 
over ſeveral modern Poets in Latin 


Verſe, on ſimilar Subjects with Mil. 


ton's, and as the Search has been of 
long Continuance and great Labour, 
ſo J flatter myſelf it has not been 
wholly in vain. Thus, if Milion had 
chanced to ſuffer any Diminution in 
his poetical Character, his Friends 
and Admirers might thank Mr. Popos 
officious Zeal for it, (tho to ſpeak 


the Truth, his Deſign, I believe, was 


more to wound Mr. Benſon, than to 


aggrandize his poetical Predeceſſor 


in unjuſtly preferring him to others, 
who deſerved no ſuch Uſage at his 
Hand. For Milton's Reputation ſtood - 
on a firm enough Foundation before; 
and needed not to be confronted with 
Jobnſton, as a Foil, to make it ap- 
_ Oy a more 9 2 ieph 


Beſides, 


1 


2 Dee. 


1 16 ] 
Abeddes . Uſage of 
Jobuſton by Mr. Pope was the more 
inexcuſable, as I addreſſed him in 
behalf of Fohrſton, a little before he 
wrote his laſt Dunciad, in which he 
ridicules him, by a very courteous 


and obliging Letter, begging” he 


would honour. me with his Opinion 


relating to a Controverſy then ſub-. 


ſiſting betwixt me and another Per- 
ſon. in Scotland, about Fohn/ton's and 
Buchanan's Paraphraſe of the Pſalms, - 
namely, which of the two were ea- 
ſieſt and fitteſt for the Uſe of School- 
boys of ten or twelve Vears of Age: 
F= the ſame time I ſent him a Prevls 
ſent of an handſome Edition of Fohbn-": 
don s Paraphraſe, with ſome other 
Latin Poems on ſacred Subjects, 
which a little before that I had pub- 
liſhed. I have been informed he re- 
ceived my Preſent by the Hands of 
Mr. Mallee z but the only Return 1 
had to my Letter, by way of Thanks, 
was the civil Uſage of my favourite 


Author we have ſeen recorded in his 


T had 


fa 7 
I had other kind of U ge bern 
me by the learned Mr. 5 
Gronovius, Dr. Trapp, the Authors 
of the Univer/al Hiftory, ind Mr. 
Ainſworth, Author of the Latin and 
Engliſb Dictionary. . 
Thus have I ſhewn, as. biiefly uy 
impartially as J could, the Gaul and 
Origin of my Attack on the poetical 
1 Character of the great Milton; and 
if I ſhall be thought to have levelled 
my Reſentment againſt the wrong 
Mark, Milton inſtead of Pope, or to 
have - puſhed it ultra Limites incul- 
pate Tutele: now Paſſion is ſubſided, 
I frankly own it, Iam heartily ſorry 
for it, and moſt humbly aſk Pardon, 
and carneſtly intreat that your 'Grace's 
Candour would impute it rather to 
an Error in my Judgment, than to 1 
IT Perverſeneſs or Mallgnity. F | | 
1 deſire alſo that it may be re- 1 
membred, in Extenuation of my | 
Offence, that if I have endeavoured 
to leſſen Milton's Reputation below 


its 


* 


5 L 18 1 

its juſt Merit, in my late Eſſay, I 
had in a former Work of mine raiſed 
it as far perhaps, if poſſible, above it, 
where I pronounced him the greateſt 
of Men — the moſt celebrated of 
Poets an Ornament not to Eug- 
land only, his native Country, but 
to Mankind in general — that his in- 
comparable Poem, the noble Monu-. 
ment of an immortal Genius, ſtood 
fair to vie with Eternity itſelf in 
Duration—and even lamented, as a 
Crime of the deepeſt Dye, that no 
one before the Honourable Mr. Au- 
ditor Benſon + (whole elegant Taſte, 


' +. Ac par erat ſcilicet maximi virorum Milloni 
admiratorem, cujuſque memoriam Anglorum primus, 
poſt tantum, prob dolor] ab tanti exceſſu berois, 
non Anglie modo ſoli natalis, verum generis humani 
ornamenti, intervallum, ſtatua etiam eleganti, in 
loco celeberrimo pqſita, cænobio nempe Weſtmonaſte- 
rienſi, Regum, Principum, Antiſtitum, illuſtriumque 
lie virorum cemeterio, proſecutus eſt; eumdem 
dulciſſimam caſtiſſimamque Fonſtoni Muſam ſuſpicere 
atque adanure, ac tale etiam quiddam meditari. 
And elſewhere: Virorum maximus, Joannes Mil- 
tonus, Poeta celeberrimus, 75 eximius liber, An- 
glicanis verſibus conſcriptus, vulgò Paradiſus Amiſſus, 

of immortalis 


. 7 


3 5 5 
applaud, for doing equal Honour to 
Fobnfton and Milton, as he was e- 
qually fond of both) had dene Juſtice 
to his Merit by . erecting a Monu- 
illuſtrious poetical Heroes in Weft. 
minſter- Abbey, to tranſmit his Me- 
mory to Poſterity. All Which Ex- 
preſſions are far enough from arguing 

Hatred or Contempt, but Are, in 
Truth, indubitable Marks of the 
And, laſtly, may I beg leave to 
remark, that Milton s only ſurviving 
Poſterity, Mrs. Elixabeth Fofter, reap- 
ed more real Advantage from a Pro- 
of mine, addreſſed to the Pub- 
ie in her Favour, in a Poſtſcript 
ſubjoined to my Diſſertation, than 
from the Writers of the higheſt En- 
eomiums and formal Panegyrics on 


. immortalit illad Ingeni monumentum, cum ip/a ferd- 

#ternitate perennaturum eſt opus ! . 20 1 
©. © Poetarum Scotorum Muſe Sacre, in Præ· 
iQ 0 fatione. Edinb, 39- 
| D . 


= [5] 
. the great Author, or his Works, put 
all together. And may the Public 
repeat the Benefnäkiön once more, 
every Year of her Life, which now 
probably carmot be many 1 This, in 
my ee would be Bhs effectual 
Way to teſtify their real Gratitude 
and Rees to the ene of that 
gfeat Write. 
These Obſervations: laid together, 

and duly adverted to, make it plain 
to a Demonſtration, that „5 
was not with Milton, nor + high 
Reputation he juſtly enjoys with all 
true Judges of noble Sentiment and 
exalted 1 „but with the unfair 
Preference given him by Mr. Pope, 
in a malicious and improper Contraſt 
over Dr. Johnſton, the Injuſtice 
whereof I reſolved to expoſe, and to 
fupplyby Proof wherein I fell ſhort 
of him in Authority; and this not ſo 
much with a View to debaſe Milton, 
(againſt whom I had no Umbrage) 
as to reſtore Johnſton's admirable Ver- 
ſion of the Book of Pſalms (the Ori- 


ginal 


1 
ginal whereof is certainly the moſt 
ſublime and exalted Piece of Poetry 
in the World) to the Poſſeſſion of 
its juſt Praiſe, of which Mr, Pope's 

Authority, or rather Caprice in hi 
Duauciad, had unjuſtly deprived it . 
All this would have appeared in a 
very clear Light, had not my Books 
ſeller (for Reaſons which probably he 
thought beſt) ſuppreſſed the Preface 
J put into his Hands to be prefixed 
to my Eſſay, in which I gave a full 
Detail (as I have done above) of the 
Motives that induced me to engage 
in a Province every way ſo diſagree- 


+ A learned Foreigner has been Je to be- 
ſtow the following extraordinary and elegant En- 
comium (making ſome Allowance for the poetical 
Hyperbole) on Jobnſton's and Buchanan's Para- 
phraſe of the Pſalms, after mentioning no fewer 
than twenty-ſeven Paraphraſes of that ſacred Book 
in Latin Verſe : 


Laus ſua quemque manet, Delphis exclamat Apol:a. | 
Fama favens Boree tahia dicta dedit: KY 

Scotia ſola canit celo cælanda perenni; 
Auribus apta Remi Scotia ſola canit. | 

Scotia ſola canit memori digniſſima cedro; 
Auribus apta DEI Scotia ſola canis, 


I 


[24] 
able, arduous, and unpopular; that 
had not Neeeſſity, in a manner, com- 
ed me, as the Author, whom 1 
ighly value, and on whoſe Reputa- 
tion my Subliſtence in Life, in a great 
meaſure, depended, was totally difcre= 
dited by Me. 7 Pope, in North as well 
South Britain +, I ſhould have been 
the laſt of all Men to have engaged 
in ſuch an Undertaking as tended to 
leſſen or detract from the Reputation 
of one of the greateſt Writers that 
any Age or Nation ever produced, 
whoſe Verſes I had fo often r | 
with equal Delight and Admiration, 
and on whom F had once conferred 
a Character as high and honourable, 
as the moſt ſanguine of his ee 
had ever done; and as that was my 
cool and Gncere Opinion of that 


+ By a moderate Calculation, Mr. Lauder has 
loſt at leaſt betwixt twenty and thirty Pounds 
per Annum, theſe ten Years paſt, by Mr. Pope's 
blaſting the Credit of Jobnſton's Paraphraſe, and 
conſequently 1 reventing all ſubſequent Editions of 
it after the firſt; which was no inconſiderable 
Detriment to his ſraall Fortune. LE 


Wwon- 
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wonderful Man ſeveral Vears ago; T 
declare it is ſo ſtill, and ever will be, 
notwithſtanding all Appearances to 
the contrary, occaſioned merely by 
Paſſion and Reſentment, as I have 


expreſſed myſelf already, both in my 


Propoſals, and in my Letter to the 
Reverend Mr. Douglas. 

To conclude rel Subject, I with 
Milton as well as Tobnflon (for 3 in de- 
ſpite of Mr. Pope's malicious Con- 
dealt Ill join them both together in 
Honour now, as well as yr 
the fame good Fortune that was 
wiſhed to, and obtained by the moſt 
celebrated Poet of ancient the 
immortal Mars; | 


Laudetur ] wigeat | Placeat relega- 
tur / ametur ] 


I ſhall conclude this Apology with 

a Couplet from the Writings oof that 
excellent Author (an immoderate Zeal 
”— vindicate whoſe Character, when 
unjuſtly attacked, rather than any 
invidious Defign to depreciate the 


juſt 


24 
juſt . Mili M has brought 


me almoſt to the Brink of Ruin, if 
Lam not reſtored to Favour, upon 


my Submiſſion and Repentance, that 
the ſame Hand which inflicted the 
Wound, may cenuibute to work tho 
Cure: och 


Exoret Tua Te Bonitas ! Delia Cl a 2 
Hee oy ord & execs Crimina Nube premet ! 


L am, with the moſt profound nee, 
Mien oy Veneration, 


a it pleaſe your Gracu! 
. Nur Gract's 
47 
Me Obedient, 


And mot Humble Servant, 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


8 your « Grace is the firſt Perſon 
my illuſtrious and 
renerable Parors, to whom I have 
made Application for Pardon and 
Reconeiliation, I hope your Grace's 
uſual Goodneſs and Humanity will 
not only grant it yourſelf, but will 


proceed a Step further, and, mindful 


of che Bensdiction appfopriated to 
Pence-makers, even interceed for me 
as a Mediator with others. But why 
do I mention Interceſſion? For what 
Man in the Kingdom will "refuſe to 
comply with your Grace's Example? 
And that your Grace may accom- 
pliſh this with the greater Succeſs, as 


the greateſt Freedom has been uſed 


with the Adamus Euſul of the moſt 
excellent Grotius, I ſhall here lay 
before the Eyes of my illuſtrious and 


bonour- | 


9 rn ä 


3 
honourable Patrons, as well as your 
| Grace's, a 2 750 e of the for- 
1Vving Spirit of that truly great Man, 
A 4 (I. far more Ml on 
mine, (for he was no leſs illuſtrious 
for his Humanity and Mercy, than 
for his conſummate Erudition) as it 
is related by the ingenious Mr. Mol- 
lay, in his learned and uſeful Trea- 
tiſe, De Jure Maritimo & Mavali, 
Book firſt, Chapter X. where he 
treats of the Immunities and Privi- 
leges of Ambaſſadors. The Story is 
nn fot ne = 
„ ©, The Queen of Sweden having 
© made — incomparable Grit f 
c (after he had eſcaped by Provi- 
« dence out of Priſon, and by a 
« greater from his Countrymen) her 
« Ambaſſador for that Crown with 
e Lew:s the Thirteenth, with whom 
« he reſided at Paris; coming one 
« Day from St. Germans, the Se- 
ec cretary of Ceremonies being in 
ce the Coach with him, it chanced, 
« that in one Place as they paſſed, 

a cc a 


e 
„ * * 


(427 7 
ce a great Number of People were in | 
« the Way, ſeeing an Execution, his 
« Coachman and Poſtillion driving 
« . boldly through the Company, the 
« Archers then attending the Exe- 
« cution with ſhort Pieces (concern d 
„ ſomewhat angrily that the Execu- 


c tion was diſturbed) made after the 


« Coach, ſhot both his Poſtillion 
« and Coachman, and through the 
Coach, even through his Hat ; 
The Matter coming to be exami- 
« ned, the King ordered three or 
« four of them to be hanged, but 
« that good Man firſt pardoned 
«© them himſelf, and then obtained 
“ the King's.” 80 far Molloy. Thus 
great Minds are merciful! __ 
My illuſtrious Patrons, therefore, 
eſpecially the honourable Gentlemen, 
learned in the Law, who probably 
account it their Honour to be repu- 
ted equal to this moſt incomparable 


Author in the Knowledge of that 


uſeful Science, are intreated to con- 
ſider, if it be proper to fall ſhort of 
by | ns; this 
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this admirable Perſon in Placability 
and Mercy, the moſt excellent ua- 


lities of the human Soul; and w 
Glory it reflects upon 2 that he 


did not deviate in his Practice, when 


old and a Stateſman, from the hu- 


mane Maxim of his Youth, aſcribed 
to the Almighty himſelf” rep 4 
Clementian Juris Rigori! | 

May all concerned imitate that 
noble Example, and thereby at once 
act up to the Dignity of their Na- 
ture, rival a moſt amiable Pattern, 
and render an unfortunateMan happy 
who, in the worſt Conſtruction, has 
offended rather through raſh Impru- 
dence, and headſtrong Paſſion, and 
that after the higheſt Provocation, 


and in Self-defence, than Wantonneſs 


of Criticiſm, Wickedneſs of Deſign, 
or Principles of Malice, and there- 
fore is by no means an improper or 
unworthy Object of Pardon. 

This, if granted, will ſtand forth 


a 975 Monument of Eugliſb Lenity 


to all Poſterity, and will alſo lay me 


under 


S A. 
under the ſtrongeſt Obligations, in 
order to retrieve my Character, and 
uite the Pavour, to engage in Un- 
dertakings for the future, as uſeful 
and commendable, as the other was 
invidious and diſagreeable. Ad, 
But why do I propoſe the Exam- 
ple of Grotius as a Pattern to your 
Grace ? Your Grace, who are better 
qualified to ſerve as a Precedent to 
future Ages, than to a& by the Pat- 
tern of former ones, whoſe Clemency 
and Placability, if extended to my 
Offence, it will be far eafier for 
thouſands to admire than imitate! 
If your Grace, and the reſt of my 
illuſtrious and honourable Patrons, 
ſhall be pleaſed, upon this humble 
Acknowledgment of my Fault, and 
| fincere Promiſe of better Conduct in 
| ſubſequent Times, to forgive my Of- 
fence, receive me into Favour, and 
continue your Allowance to have the 
Authors, mentioned in my Propoſals, 
publiſhed under the Patronage of 
your illuſtrious and venerable Names; 
| E 2 to 
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ee Dre 
wad corn Hey for 
t0 latisfy all who may-yet be willing n 


5 e 
to, encourage the Work, that theſe 


An dull be ble wich the. 
utmoſt Fidelity and Exactneſs, printed 
original Copies from whence the new 

Edition is made, ſhall be 1 


eicher in your Grace's Library 


Liambeth, or in any other other a : 
lie Library your, Grace ſhall think 
Proper to name, chat all who are 


curious may have the Opportunity 


of collating the new Edition of theſe 


Authors oo the former ones. 


By way of Specimen, ſix or. " 
of the Herrin Authors, who have 


particularly treated of Milton's Sub- 
ject, might firſt be printed; and the 


reſt might follow in 3 provided 


the 3 ſhould prove agreable, & 


anſwer the Rn of the Public. 


As, -for the Jaterpolations, (for 
which I have been ſo highly blamed) 


when Paſſion is ſubſided, and the 


Minds. of Men can patiently attend 
+ to 
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ö 
to Truth, I promiſe amply to re- 

place them with Paſſages equivalent 
in Value, that are genuine, that the 
Public may be convinced, that it was 

rather Paſſion and Reſentment, than 
a Penury of Evidence (the twen- 
tieth Part of which has not as yet 
been produced) that obliged me to 
make uſe of them. + 83 1 


- 1. f 


+ The learned Scaliger, who underſtood the 
Powers of human Nature, as well perhaps as any 
Critic now living, and who was as fond of Virgil, 
as the People of England can poſſibly be of Milton, 
affirmed as much of the former, as I have done - 
the latter, namely, that he had derived all the 
Materials of his Æneid from the Writings of the 
Greek Poets and Tragedians, and that he hardly 
believed there was any thing of his own in that 
Poem, that was new, except the Conſtruction and 
Diſpoſition of the Work, and the elegant Lan- 
guage : Tis true, he does not blame him for bor- 
rowing, he rather commends him, as I ſhould 
have done Milton, inſtead of diſpraiſing him; 
which I own was a Fault, occaſioned merely by _ 
Paſſion, which, according to one Poet, is a ſhort 
Madneſs, + FN | 
| Ira fyror brevis eſt, | 
and according to another, of ſuch a deſtructive 
Quality, as to ſhut up the Eyes of the Under- 


itanding from the Diſcovery of Truth, witneſs his 
own Words, Se 


Vnpedit ira animum, ne poſſit cernere verum. 
„„ 
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